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CONFIDENTIAL TAIPEI 2590 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF, VS, CB, TW 

SUBJECT: REQUESTS FOR UNHCR ASSISTANCE FROM REFUGEES 
IN TAIWAN 

REF: A. STATE 107160; B. GENEVA 3347; C. GENEVA 3382 

1. WE NOTE THAT REF A STATES THAT THE UNHCR APPEARS MORE 
RECEPTIVE TO REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE WHEN MADE THROUGH 
HOST GOVERNMENTS. SINCE IT DOES NOT APPEAR THAT THE 
UNHCR WILL SEND A MESSAGE (REF B ) TO THE ROC OR THAT THE 
ROC WILL BE PREPARED TO INTERCEDE WITH THE UNHCR ON 
BEHALF OF VIETNAMESE AND CAMBODIAN REFUGEES IN TAIWAN, 

WE QUESTION THE UNTILITY OF CONTINUING TO ADVISE INDIVIDUAL 
RVUGEES HERE TO SEEK UNHCR ASSISTANCE. 

2. WE HOPE THAT DEPARTMENT, WHEN DRAWING UP SPECIFIC 
INSTRUCTIONS MENTIONED IN PARA 2 REF A, WILL TAKE 

INTO CONSIDERATION THE UNIQUE POSITION OF REFUGEES HERE 
VIS-A-VIS THE UNHCR. 
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